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GOOD CHEER FOR TO-DAY.
Look not mournfully into »he Past.

It comes not back again. Wisely
improve the present; It is thine. Go
forth to meet the shadowy "Future."
without fear, and with a manly heart.

.Longfellow.

The Folly of Obstruction.
Why does Alderman A. Beirne Blair so

energetically second Councilman Morgan
R. Mills'.« effort to pass the Mills bill
over the Mayor's veto? What Is the mo¬

tive that makes these representatives
elected by the people use every stratagem
and influence to defeat .the people's
witlï
The reason assigned is that to allow

'.he Mayor's veto tr> siand will make him
àicuilor.but will It?
By the Constitution of the Stale and

charter of the city the Mayor is given
the right of veto just as a member of the
Common Council or Board of Aldermen
is given the right to vote in the nega¬
tive. If the exercise of this constitutional,
privilege is to be regarded as a high
banded usurpation of power, the Mayor
will be reduced to a mere ministerial
clerk, who can make a few recommenda¬
tions and tamely approve the action of
nn unfettered oouncll In this case the
Mayor exercised his constitutional priv¬
ilege nnd vetoed, and thereby made It
necessary for the Council and Board of
Alderman to muster a two-thirds vote
If the Mills ordinance was to be enacted.
That was nearly three months ago. Since
that time the supporters of th\i Milts bill
huve used every stratagem of filibuster¬
ing to override the Mayor's veto and
have failed. During tho same period the
people of Richmond have waited patient¬
ly while' a struggle that sronf.Ks. more

of personal vanity than a desire to'servo
tho public has been waged upon the
.Mayor by the leading supporters of the
Mills ordinance.

If the Mills ordinance is fairly con¬

ceived and straightforwardly drawn,
with regard to the welfare of this com¬

munity, why have not the supporters
of that ordinance been nblo to gala at

least two-thirds of the Common Council
nnd Board of Aldermen in three months?
Again, If Messrs. Mills and Blair are

satisfied with the Justice nnd unimpeach¬
able fairness of their present position,
why do they offer as un Inducement to
opposing members to puss another ordin¬
ance at a later time, rectifying the er¬

rore In the lines of the Mills ordinance?
IDlther Messrs. Mills and Blair believe

In their linos or tlioy do not. If they do,
why do they promise to change these
lines by a later ordinance, If only tho
Council will enact the .Mills ordinance as
It stands'.' If they do not believe in the
ordinance fur which they are sponsors,
why do they further delay and stubborn¬
ly prevent action which Is demanded by
every consideration of morals, business
and sunitati m? ·

What mysUc virtues huve ihn Milli«
lines that they cannot be departed from?
And why do Mr. Mills and Mr. Ml.tlr
steuiífíistly refuse any compromise *·??<'

o. the condition that the Milla ordinance
be iirst cnaci'id?
The time ha ? com., for this »ori of

foolishness o ceas».

The welfare of this community is para¬
mount to any plcayuno desire to minify
Ilio Mayor's veto, Continued rottura to
reach u fair çompomlse ni the »tid of
three months' unsuccessful effort to Adopt
the Mills ordinance will put the .sup¬
porters of that ordinance in an attitude
of stubborn resistanee to any plan at
expansion iliac does not accord with tluir
DWn personal desires.

In every such question th»· welfare
of the-people and not tho plans r,r prom¬
isee of Individual members ought, lo bo
the chief consideration.

If the supporter« of the Mills ordinance
will accept tlu- situation us it is. ? here
is every indication that the ( oniniittce

on Charter. Ordinance and Reform e.in

and will briOS In at the ne/.l meeting of

tho Council a compromiso mensure thtit
will be shllflfnctory to both sities.

The Editor and His Mission,
Wo publish ih another column an 6dl·

tónni from 111« Milwaukee Journal, in
which It Is claimed that tho editor of a

tiewspnpoi' Is the representative of tho
people ns much so as If hi hitil been
elected to tho office of editor by the
vote» of thé people.
That Is Interesting, but It is mislead¬

ing. Ill one echeo an editor Is the repre¬
sentative of the people, or should bo,
but not ns though ho lind been elected by
Voto of the people. It would bo a sad

day for journalism If editors held their

post by popular vote, for there would
then bo no stich'thing: as an .Independent
editor. Ilo would train with tho crowd
nnd "voice the sentiment of the people,"
and never express n view that was not

popular. Our Milwaukee contemporary
doos not mean, of course, that an editor
should be that sort of a "reprcsontatlvo
of the people," on tho contrary, it says

that "tho editor must make Ills,appeal
to the best that Is' In the people, mid bo

trtio to the best, thot Is In himself." Quito
so, but' If he were elected, ho would bo

a demagogue and give tho people tho doc¬
trine they wanted, whether or not Ih his

opinion It wrts good for them.
In another part of the nrtlclo tho Sen¬

tinel denounces tho editor who holds
that it newspaper has as much right,
morally, to champion tho cause of some

special and selfish Interest for pay, as a

lawyer has to plead the causo of his

client for a fee.
That proposition is so baso that It Is

not to be discussed In tho company of

decent newspaper men. Rut when ah

editor "espouses" some cause of the peo¬

ple which ho knows to bo wrong or Ill-
advised, and all because he may curry

favor with the people and soil his paper,
Is ho not practically on all fours with the

editor who sells his opinion to an Indi¬
vidual or a corporation? And If tin edi¬
tor will sell his opinion to tho people
for subscriptions, will ho not also soil It

to an Individual or a corporation or a

political clique, If he can got' his price,
and not be found out? For our part, we

have more respect for the editor who

boldly proclaims that his editorial col¬
umns arc for sale than for the editor
who poses for righteousness and vaunts

himself as tho great, champion of popu¬
lar rights, and all for the sake of selling
his wares. The one Is at least straight¬
forward In his business methods; the other-
Is a hypocrite for the price of his hypoc¬
risy.
Yet this Importnnt Tact the judicious

editor must always keep well In m.mfl: In

order to have influence with tho people,
he must keep on terms with them, and
must feel and show a sincere interest

In their welfare. He must get close to

the heart of the people, and show genuine
sympathy with them in all just griev¬
ances, if he stands afar off and shows
that he Is out of touch with them, he

may preach sound doctrine every day,
but the people will not heed. Indeed,
they will not hear, for they-will not read
his paper. That Is the most difficult
task of the honest editor to tell the people
disagreeable truths; to advocate .that
which is- not popular, and yet to induce
the people to read and respect his paper.
It requires more tact and discretion than
It does to be President of the United
Slates.

As to the Satety of Fast Trains.
The recent wreck of the well known

Twentieth Century flyer at Mentor, U.,
raised the Interesting question as to mu

relative safety of very fust trains. Tho

Instinctive and unthinking verdict of the

average man would probably be that the

risk of acldent varies, directly with the

speed of the train; but the more matured
opinion of the American pre.=s is on the
whole opposed to this view. In regard to

the Mentor wreck, the newspapers were

almost unanimous in believing that It
would have happened no loss Inevitably
to a slower train.
Taking the derailment of this train

as a text, the Scientific American, Indeed,
has formulated tho proposition that fast
trains are actually safer than slow ones,
and has defended this opinion with
ability, tchnlcal skill, and plainly stated
reasons. In vlow of tho fact that this

argument Is more or less In keeping with
much other comment that tho Incident
has elclted, It Is well to note tho counter¬
arguments that may be brought to con¬

trovert It. Tho Engineering News, a

well known und ably edited journal, main¬
tains the opposite opinion. In a recent
Issue It Insists that a decision In favor
of tho superior safety of a fast train Is
"contrary to common senso"; that risk
"Is actually Increased with every Increase
of train speeds," and that when disaster
does occur, results are far more serious
to a flyer than to a train running at or¬

dinary speed., Thu writer cites a law of
physics in proof, as follows;
"Particularly is It true thnt danger Is

involved In tin Increase of train, speeds
over that nt which express trains are
ordinarily run, or say an increase from
fifty miles an hour to seventy billes per
hour. Since the stored energy In a moving
body varies as the square of Its velocity,
? train at sevonty miles an hour contulns
nearly double the stored energy of one
traveling nt fifty miles an hour; und
US a consequence |f danger appears abend
and the brakes are applied, the seventy
mile an hour train will run twico as far
before stopping us the fifty mile an hour
train."
Tho point hero mude does not seem open

to argument, and appears to Ibo equally
applicable to tho difficulty of stopping
promptly In response to a danger signal,
The writer's argument thai the engineer
of the flyer will ntiempt to make up lost
timo by taking curves at tun speed Is,
however, curiously at variance win, me

opinion of the Scientific American writer,
who asserts that the fast engineer always
i-lowb down, beouuBo ho realizes thai he
has to, while a slower train might be
allowed to "take chances."
That Increased speed in rullwiiy travel

eniiiilu no added danger of any kind or de¬
nn·.· la ii statement probably more soul-
satisfying than truc. Bui It Is quite belleva-
bl<- io the lay mind that such Increase in
risk as exist* is ut luust Compensated
It by Improved equipments ami me
gì culti uleituc-sa und watchfulness of all

etrrplöycs nini oftlclnis of the rond. The
freight train, which receives the lonct of
eonslderniloilB at the hands or the fónti,
probably tlgtlcj?« ofteiio'sl in collisions nn.l

Wreck, That the oiTiclnls of the New York
Central are entirely snttsflott with the
finloty of their fast service Is guaranteed
by the fnnt that the higher speed, attor

? weelt'n reduction fot· expert consulta¬
tion, Is now again In force; nnd the

traveling public Is inklhg ndvtintagè ol

It, we believe, with undiminlshcd con-

fldeiico.

A Puzzling Contemnorary.
The Index-Appeal still Insists that it did

îlot ''sit In Jiitlgtnonl on Governor »\1oh-

tiiguo for not promptly paying his taxes,
without giving hint an opportunity to be

heard," Wo reproduced our contem¬

porary's article In order that tho reader
might judge for himself, und now wo

call attention especially to this part of

It:
"Apparently, the Governor has paid no

personal taxes anywliore since 11KU. Now
What an example I« this for the first
gentleman of the Commonwealth- to sot,
the taxpayers of the State! Tho State
of Virginia does not materially suffer bo-,
cause the Governor falls tó pay· his an¬
imal dues of î:).«-' assessed against his
personal property. Sho would not
bankrupt If she novcr got It, But sho
cannot afford that her highest olllciul
.s-liould set such ah example of'disregard
for civic duty. If tho Governor· can

lightly disregard his duty In'this matter,
why should not the hard working farmer
nnd laboring man do. tho samo thing?",
It Is truo that our "contemporary wont

on to express tho hope that the Governor
would bo able to show that thero; was

sohio mistake about tho matter," but If tho

language above quoted Is not, to all Intents
and purposes, an assumption of guilt and
a pronouncement of Judgment, it Is so

close to It that the lines· of distinction
aro not visible to the naked eyo. Our

point was that the Index-Appeal, In fair¬
ness, should have waited to hear Govei-

nor Montague's side of it before making
such severe comment. In .point of fact,
after Governor .Montague had mudo ins

explanation, our contemporary was fair
oriough to say. that It was very rea¬

sonable and that It relieved tho Governor.
The index-Appeal tacitly admits, there¬
fore that if It had waited for tho Gov¬

ernor'^ explanation there had been no

occasion for the very severo article from
which we quoted.
We asked the Index-Appeal If It woutd

have rushed Into print with a criticism
of Senator Martin, .had ? similar charge
been brought against that gentleman,
before the senator had tin opportunity to

reply, lit reply to this the Index-Appeal
puls this question to us:

"Since The Times-Dispatch, sees lit to

put the question In that form, will it

kindly tell us why It thinks we would
not?"
For the slmplo reason that the Index-

Appeal has been and Is such a warm

supporter and ardent admirer of Senator
Martin, that so far as we can recall, it

has since the campaign opened, passed no

unfavorable criticism upon any of his
sayings or his acts, but on the con¬

trary ha.? vigorously and ably rushed to

his defense whenever others have criti¬
cised him. Therefore, wo not unnaturally
conclude that If such a charge had been

brought against Senator Martin, the

Index-Appeal would have waited to hear

from Senator Martin himself before criti¬
cising him.
Our contemporary' wants Thu Times-

Dispatch and tho public generally to know

that personally and aside from considera¬
tions of tho public welfare It cares no

more for Senator Martin than It cares foj
Governor Montague; that It takes little
stock In pollt'clana, anyhow, regarding
them in a sense as necessary evils and

preferring always the lesser evil; then

adds:
"But as to The Tlmes-ulspatc'h's ques¬

tion, wo answer emphatically, yes! and
the editor of that paper knows our record
In politics too well to doubt It. He has
had opportunity to know that we might
have had profit and preferment by train-
lag as a party and personal organ, but
preferred to be clean and independent."
Of course, of course. We have watched

the course of the Index-Appeal with keen
personal interest for nearly twenty-five
years, and we can testify that It has
never worn any man's yoke; that it has
been fearless and Independent when It re¬

quired courage and cash to be indepen¬
dent. That Is why our contemporary has
given us so many, surprises during the

present campaign.

The Civil Service.
The letter of Mr. John Hyde, resigning

his position ns statistician and chief of
the Bureau of Statistics of tho Depart¬
ment of Agriculture, la pathetic. Mr.
Hyde says that hin administration has
been constantly under fire from ono sido
of the intirkoi or the other; Hint flvo
times he has been Investigated, and on

every occasion vindicated; but that tho
fight still continues, and that ho has
the highest medical authority for tho
statement that it has already considerably
shortened his life, and that he Is com-,

pellcd, Ih tho Interest of health, to quit,
"if any of my friends think," ho says
In conclusion, "that 1 ought not to re¬

tire under fire, I would have them re-

niombor that thero Is never a time when
1 am not under fire."
In accepting his resignation, Secretary

Wilson tostine« to the ability with which
Mr. Hyde has discharged Ilio heavy and
difficult dudes of his office, and that
no facts have been brought to his atten¬
tion Implicating Air. Hyde In any way
In the charges made against the Integrity
of the Bureau of Statistics. The Heere-

YOUR VACATION
Is spoiled if you find that tho strange
food and water does not agree with your
weak stomach. You suffer from Cramps,
Diarrhoea, Nausea or Kidney Troubles.
Be sure to take a ImtUo of

HOSTETTER'S
STOMACH BITTERS

with you ami be able to enjoy your trip
thoroughly, it strengthens the stomach
and prevenía the above ailments, as well
as Indigestion, Dyspepsia, Constipation,
Sleeplessness, Poor Appetite or Malaria,
Fever and Auue.

tat-y concludes his leitet· by expressing
regret that falling health compels Mf.
Hytlo to bring his work trt nti end,
Mr. Hyee'B eneo Is not exceptional.

Officeholder! generally seem lo be Intesine
through ft fiery trial, tt la well that We
Publio Should hold their officials Id «?

sirici; ftccftUnt, atld criticism of the nffl-
r;lai acts of officeholders lo entirely legití¬
malo, but théfrt lo «itoli ft thing "« carrying
that sort öf erlilclsm entirely loo far.
All m6n arò but Human, nnd all aro liable
to att\ and m.faithful officials aro tô be
'persecuted ¿fid denounced for any aliti
every little delinquency, Um Unto wilt
cotrte when It wilt bo difficult to got high-
minded, sensitive men to hold pilbllo
office. Ño bUslUoss man, no "flottile««
corporation," ever pursues such ft cours«
towards Its érhfcloyes, When one of Ihelr
men has, through a long term of service,
shown himself' to be faithful and effi¬
cient, ho is not denounced and kicked
out boeuuse hé makes an occasional slip,
Involving no'question of honesty or fldcl-
liy. Tho man .'lit.not judged by one little
delinquency, but by Ills record of service.
This does not" Imply that tho public

should bo too lenient. lrar from It. A
publia office lit a sacred trust, and It
should bo required of a »ubilo ofriclal
that ho bo honest,- faithful nnd efficienti
but If ho meets these dotnnnds he should
have tho pralso nnd support of his con-,
stltitents,. Instead of tho captious and
often unjust criticism of his ovory little
act. Discreet business men know very
well that pralso and encouragement of
faithful employes Insures a far better

sorvlco than fractious c.onsurc.

For those reasons wo hnvc ulwoys been
unable to understand tho lovo which
some men havo for public office. Tho
merit system does not obtain In politics.
An officeholder may bo fidelity Itself,
yet his tenure of office is subject to tho
caprice of the multitude, and some elec¬
tion day be may find himself without
an occupation, notwithstanding his good
and faithful service, simply 'because tho
whim óf tho people has turned against
him.

It Is for that reason that so many
good men shun, the government service,
and It is for that reason that the govern¬
ment service 'Is Inferior to the sorvlco
of business concerns. Tho situation wns

far worse, until civil service reform began
to operate.

It Is most earnestly to bo hoped that

tho threatened strike of the Ice wagon
drivers In New York will not materialize.
Men who would seek to wring petty ad¬
vantages for themselves through the suf¬

ferings and distress of un Innocent puhllc,
would deserve nothing but the heartiest
and most universal contempt. Apart from
the miseries and actual- fatalities which
such a strike would entail, It would in¬
sensibly lower our confidence In the Jus¬
tice nnd kindness of humnn nature.

Tho candldn.tes have to start out on

a day's canvass with several extra'well
starched collars In their grips If they
do noi wish to n.ppr.ir wilted before tho
end of first round.

Vp In the bright tobacco bolt the peo¬
ple are talking mpre politics and killing
moro tobacco vvorms-. than ever before
heard of this early In"'the season.

Some of the charges thai aro some¬

times brought against a candidate for
office would bo sufficient, If true, to send
an ordinary man to tho penitentiary.

If there Is anything In a name the
North Polo might as well come right
out and show itself. A "Roosevelt" Is
a fier it.

A St. Lo'uls doctor claims to have
found the real small-pox germ. Ho can

keep H so far ¡is a'o aro concerned.,

How enn a canvassing candidate tje'P
getting hot ln the collar with the mercury
hunting the tip top of tho thermometer?

The candidates do not think the weath¬
er is so warm, for they are up against a

still holler proposition.

If you wish to train your memory,
curry nn umbrella around with you, and
don't lose It,

Mr Roosevelt Is ;the first President to
cnll ? $3G?,000 secretary to tho Stato De¬
partment.

Chief Engiiieor Stevens has signed the
pledge not to resign.
Now who says tho weather is not an

Interesting topic?

.The Editor.
What Is the relation of the newspaper

editor to his readers?
Certainly the relation Is a vital ono,

In these day* of largo circulations the
press becomes a tremendous enginry ot
civilization, And Its greatest power re¬
sides In Its ability .to unite public senti¬
ment Into u moral force.
Tho editor, therefore, la the .representa¬

tive of tho peuple. Ho ,1s as mue!* their
representative as If ho had been elected
to the cilice of editor by the vote.*-of the
peuple.
Any conception of his office lese than

this Is loo .low,
And yet.
There are newspaper editors.happily

they are rare.who will tell you (private¬
ly) thai a newspaper has us much right,
morally, to champion tho cause of some
special und selfish Interest for pay us
a lawyer has to plead the causo of his
client for ¡i feo.
The editor who makes suoli a claim

has in, righteous conception of his rela¬
tion to his constltuentoy.
Newspapers urn purveyors of news for

a price, Hut they are Infinitely moro than
that. They are forcop of elvlllssatlon.. And
their power is not of thomsolves. They
gol It from the people. Without the people
they would have no power, Thoroforo,
Uioy owe a duty to the peoplo.
The editor of a great modern newspaper

Is bound by every consideration of duty
to stand for ilio best Interests of the
people. Ho must print the truth for their
enlightenment. He must protect them
from abuses and usurpations of power.
Ho must make his »imeni to the best
Unit Is In the peoplo and bo truo to the
l'est Unit Is. In hlpieelf

11 ?h Is a high call.in».»o loan sacred
than that of lb» pulpit.
H for a bribe ho betrnya the publie that

trust« him ho is , thè meanest of all
traitors.
H- Is ilio people's tribune, If ho. la

treacherous to the people ho makes win»
.«"if a prostitute. And' he .hecomos the
mon dangerous man In the community.-*
Milwaukee JournuJ.

mímmiwM
The tfiy in the Ointment} J. P>

Jones's Soliloquy«
oh, 1 did ? tot of fighting in my timo,

t was pretty near a terror oh thé senti,
Let mo whisper, quite impartial, in my

rhyme,
it was me that brought old Krtglrtnd to

lier knots.
Uncle Sambo, .soméwhrtt late, nbw,Wfthl8

mn home,
And his tributes are·, tho tenor of my

song;
And ho sent some noble gentry for to

dignify my entry.
Which Is nice. But why did Loornle

come along?
(Wnal's Loomls «n board for, nHyWfty?)

oh, It's sweet to know that Jones la golii'
home!

And it's nice to feel a people's grati-
tudcj .

Ab Ì lie in ,slate a-wltlrlln'. through the
foam,,

How G love to meditate this platitude I
(All but orto) my honored esôort eulte

me fine,
Which maltes me think that on« it cruel

wi-ongi
Since they wished a epoélal agent, at my

second'funeral pageant, y
'

01» why, oh, WHY, did Loornle como
along?

(Speak up, Homebody!
What's Loòmls doln' aboard the Bon

Homme Richard, anyway?)
IL S. H.

, A Conflict of Opinion.
Editor-of The Tlmos-Dlspatch:
Sir..In your Issue of thè leih yoti say

Mi·. Morgan R. Mills has Just .returned
from an extended trip In the Valley und
"Southwest Virginia, etc. He enys he
"spent some time at Marlon, Smyth
county, Vn. and there, too, Governor
Mbntngue had great strength."

If Mr. Montague gets fifteen votes In.
Marion I will give it up that I arti the
worst fooled man alive, nnd if he gets
one hundred votes In Smyth county, I
don't know my people. I know almost
every voter In the county and I can t
see how Mr. Mills got Information.

J. R. VENABLE.
Marlon, Va.

-,-u_-(
Italian Immigration.

Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.The need of the Southern 8tates

for laborers, mill workers and settler« Is
lending to many Inquiries, why, out 'Of
the large number of Immigrants coming
from Europe, inoro cannot be diverted
southward than at present go. They
can bo, but only when the conditions
under whldi' they come are studied and
understood and the requirements ior their
Southern settlement met with.
A primary requisite Is that they should

be familiarized with the conditions of the
Southern States and the advantages, they
oiler. Landing as they do chiefly in
Northern ports, It Is absurd to suppose
they will travel farther It they know
nothing about the country they nre go¬
ing to. Some immigrants can be In¬
formed of the advantages of the South¬
ern settlement after they land here, but
to be really effective such Instruction
must be given to them before they sal.
Accordingly, the Society for Italian Im¬

migrants will be glad to receive printed
matter relating to the advantages of set¬
tlement in tho South and will distribute
such printed matter both in this country
and In Europe, where It will,do most
good in inducing emigrants to .this coun¬

try to settle In the Southern States. It
will make no charge for doing so ex¬
cept actual expenses of distribution,
which will be nominal.
The society will also cause any manu¬

facturing plant, mine or plantations, the
owners of which desire workmen or set¬
tlers, to be examined bv a competent
person, who will report fully thereon.
These reports will cover all the condi¬
tions which concern the prospectivo set¬
tler, such as climate, house rent, cost of
living, rate of wages, hours of work,
etc;, etc. They can, if desired, be printed
and distributed to likely settlers. The
cost of such a report will vary and
must be borne by the owner.
As the society is an entirely charitable

society, all It will dp will be done simply
for the cause of 'benefiting the Immi¬
grant by Inducing him to settle' where
he will live most healthily and happily;
and, accordingly, it will do any other
thing besides those pointed out In this
letter which will serve this object.

Yours reeaectfully,
C ELIOT NORTO'N. President.

Society for^ Italian Immigrants, No. 17
Tearl Street, New York.
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Dutch Gap.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.I always read with Interest

thu "Queries and Answers" department
of your paper. Many bits of Informa¬
tion may be gathered in this way. G?
answering a query for one correspondent
that answer often Interests hundreds of
your renders. Recently the questions
were asked,' why Dutch Gap wns so
mimed and where Is the Cataract of
Lotloro, the subject of Southey's well-
known poem. In answering these
queries you say In regard to Dutch Gap
that "It has boon satd that a French¬
man and a Dutchman made a wager
that each could beat the other to Rich¬
mond. The Dutchman became tired of
rowing and took his boat ashore at or
near the Gap to rest, and finding tho
strip of land so narrow, re pulled his
boat;over and rowed to Richmond. The
Frenchman followed tho river around
Truoi's Roach, which Is some seven or
eight miles. Thinking tho Dutchman was
behind, he took his time, and when ho
got to Richmond he found tho Dutch¬
man and lost his wager."

I havo heard that, and other ver¬
sions as to how Dutch Gap got Its name,
but I think the most reliable Informa¬
tion on tho subject Is to be found In
Bishop Meade's most admirable and en¬
tertaining work, "Old Churches and Fam¬
ilies of Virginia." In volume 1, urteile
0, of that work, Bishop Meado says:
"Tho place on which these things Wore

erected was afterwards called Farrnr's
Island, from the name of the man who
bought It after the great massacre, but
misnamed, Just as Jamestown was; for
a' narrow neck of land united them botli
to the main, though. In the case of
Jamestown, that neck has overflowed,'
and it Is now.not only, in name, but
in reality.an island. Tho other, Far¬
rnr's island, la sometimes called tho
Great Bend, because, while tho nook Is
only one hundred nnd twenty yards·
across, you must go seven »nllos around
hy water to reach thevppposlte point,
it lias also been called mitch Gap, be-
causo there nre Indubitable marks of
thu commencement of a channel by tho
tirsi Dutch settlers across Its narrow
nick, by which the water might bo let
through and thus tho seven miles of
travel bo saved."

lien Butler designed cutting through
this liorseshoo bend during the Civil War,
In 1SH4, I believe, but his plans were only
partially executed, His desini In doing

jlils was to facilitate his oporutlons against
Richmond, 'ime canal wus not completed
until 1S7ÍI. Dutoh a?? Is about fourteen
tulles below Richmond,
in replying to »ho query as to where Is

tho Cataract nf Lodoro (made famous by
Southey's poem) you say that "Lodoro
is a cataract of the Tarn In France.·'
Them may be a cataract of that name
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In France,'but I rather think that the
one to which Sóuthey allude* la In Eng-
land, and Irt the region of the ???ß« ot
Cumberland and Westmoreland. Bouthey,
Wordsworth and Coleridge, the founders
of the "Lake School," resided In this
picturesque, part or England,, and Na¬
thaniel Hawthorne In hi* "Énglleh Note-
Books,'.· In describing his visit to
Bouthov « nonio, speaks of Rolnk to see the
Cataract of Lqdore, not far'distant. Huw-
thornc describes. In Ins own Inimitable
way, tho cascade Of Lodore. Ho wrote!
"it cannot be botter described than In
Southoy's verses, though It Is worthy of
belter poetry than that." The poem in
question Is, In truth, meohalilcal In con¬
struction, but Is, nevertheless, an In¬
genious picce of work, Hawthorne, how¬
ever, did not seem to have a very much
higher opinion of Southey's verses on tho
Cataract of Lodoro. than Lord Byron hau
of Wordsworth's "Lines Written In
March." Byron In a review of Words¬
worth's poem wrote:

"What will any reader or auditor, out
of tho nursery, say to such rambly-pum-
bly as 'Linos Written at tho Foot of
Brother's Bridge?' "

The cock Is crowing-,
Tho stream Is (lowing,
Tho small birds twitter,
The lake doth glitter, etc.

These lines are frequently publish¬
ed under the title of "Lines Written In
March."
In writing this article, I do not mean

to convey tlw Idea that the versions I
give as to Dutch Gap and the Catar
ract of Lodore are to be taken In pref¬
erence to those ttlrendy given In The
TImôs-DIspatch. I think, however, thu
authorities I quote aro worthy of consid¬
eration, and the subject may bo of Inter¬
est to the general n-iului a« the question,
"Why 1« Dutch Ghp so Called?" anil
"Whore Is the Cataract ot Lodore?" are
so frequently asked. '

ERNEST L. BOWLING.
July 13, 1905.

Mr. Willard and Epps Bill.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch:'
Sir,.In your issue of this morning there

Is a statement from Lieutenant-Governor
Joseph E. Wlllnrd with referehce to his
attitude towards the Epps "Jim Crow"
car'bill.
He says my slaloment of what he said

at Louisa Courthouse on July i»th is
incorrect. Why should he designate It
us my statement? It was thé,statement
of your Louisa correspondent. It was
taken from your paper, and It was

properly credited to yqur paper. After
hi« speech at Louisa. J.' saw the Lleu¬
tenant-Governor In conference with The
Times-Dispatch correspondent. Was no'
that sufficient to Justify .me In the- bellet
that the report was a correct one?
Lleutenant-Governor Willard now states

that he did not say that ho "moveoUnot
to report tho bill without my amend¬
ment", ?«»¦ coes t'alo now thi'. ho saul
he "votiti against reporting tho bill with¬
out my amendment." Where Is tho dlf-.
feronce? If he voted "against reporting
tho bill without" his amendment, what
wns the question before the committee?
The Dispatch of January 16th; 1909, says
that AFTER MR. WILLARD'S AMEND¬
MENT WAS REJECTED. THE VOTE
RECURRED ON THE ORIGINAL
EPPS BILL. WHICH WAS FAVORA¬
BLY REPORTED BY A VOTE OF
SIXTY TO ElVE. MESSRS. WILLARD,
HUME, MCALLISTER. PJLCHEB. AND
IÍUBARD VOTING AGAINST IT. Lleu¬
tenant-Governor Willard, In his state¬
ment, published this morning, admits that
tho report of The Dispatch of January
Id, 1900, is correct.

I submit that thoro Is absolutely no
practical difference betwoen tho parts
of the first section of the "Jim Crow"
bill, as quoted In tho Culpopor Expo¬
nent of July nth, -and tho .section In
full, as quoted by Lleutenant-Governor
Willard in his statement of this morn¬
ing. X simply multimi the useless repe¬
tition.
The fact that Mr. Hume, of Alcxandiia

county, offered an amendment in commli-
tce to make tho provisions ot the bill
applicable to all electric railways seems
to disposé of Lleutenant-Governor Wil-
lard'e contention that the terms of tho
bill were ambiguous. However, 'admit
that they were ambiguous. G? that
event, Mr. Willard could have remedied
the matter, according to his Idea; by
moving to Insert the word "steam" In
all of the alleged necessary places. It
certainly Is not reasonable, In view of
the facts and record, to suppose that
there would nave been any objection to
such' an ?mendmen t.-

RALEIGH T. GREEN.
Editor Cutpeper Exponent.

Culpeper, Va., July IB.

"The Gift of the Morning Star."
Editor Of The TlmOB-Dlspátch:
Sir,.The letter of Mr, B. C. Moomaw

on Mr, Armlstend C. Gordon's Dunkard
novel, "The Gift of the Morning Star,"
In your Issue of Sunday,' July Dili, Is in¬
teresting as Illustrating, probably for tho
first time in print, tho attitude of an

Intelligent and cultivated reader, appa-
rently speaking with the authority of
one who knows the subject of the book
from the Insidi.·.
Mr. Moamaw's letter Is written In good

temper, and awnrds generous praise to
tho story for Its spirit, Ite Imagery, Its
diction and Its clean page, and paya It
tho further compliment of chiirnciortzlng
somo of Its scones, notably tho plcturo
of the Bhomnrluh mooting, as "graphically
vivid and true to Ufo," One pr two o{
the personages also are said by Mr'.
Moomaw to bo veracious portraits and
delightful pici uros; but ho complains that
the author of thu story has "only meas¬
urably succeeded In penetrating tho im-
penetrable reserve" of the Dunkard char¬
acter; and ho especially objects to tho
narrative of the "Housekeeper's" official
visit and the figures of Naomi and of
Jcthro Multai as in the-natura of carl·
entures, though without saying In what
respect they are so.
Tho legitimate function'" and duty of

the writer of fiction,, where h|s back¬
ground is one of local oolor, is undoubt¬
edly to paint that background accurately,
and then to Introduce before It such fig¬
ures of his dramatis personao as will
not seem Incongruous amid their sur¬
roundings. Tho fallacy of Mr. Moomaw's
criticism of this story Is that he pro¬
ceeds upon the assumption that Mr. Gor-
don Is undertaking to write a voracious
history of the brethren, Incorporating 'Into
It prominent and actual Dunkard figurée,
whose lives possess a biographical value,
This la pianlffestly an uncritical stand¬
point· from which to survey what Is In¬
tended io be not a work of history or

biography, hut one to Interest nnd please
by the introduction of natural personages
and tho descriptions of tholr ucts apd
deeds amid natural surroundings· Such
interest and pleasure can only be a??a-

. THIS DAY IN HISTORY
July 20th. ?

154ft.The Emperor Charles V. placed tho
Protestant Confederates under tho
bun of the empire, whereupon they
declared war upon him.

1553.Lady Jane Grey's "Nino Days' Usur¬
pation'' terminated.

1620.Massacre of tho Protestants In the
Valtellne, In Swltecrlanrl. It begnn
.on this day and extended to all- tho
towns of the district; It was a labor
of three days.

1794.A revolutionary tribunal established
at Geneva, In Switzerland; ubout 2,U00
persons arrested; 200 on the proscrip¬
tion list escaped.

1804.Many thousand bushels of wheat
and flour arrived at Cadiz from tho
United States.

1814.General Brown moved his whole
force upon Fort George, but not being
supported by the fleet on account of
Commodore Chlulncey'n lllnees, fell
buck on the 22fl to Quecnetown.

.1S14.Tho British fort, St. Joseph, taken
possession of by Colonel Croghan."

1829.The census of South Carolina
showed a great decrease In popula¬
tion.

1843.Tho Chinese city, Chln-keang-foo,
wns caputred by the British forces,
under Sir H. Pottlnger.

1854.Queen Christina'« palace, In Madrid,
sacked b'y the people, and Her Majesty
tied.

1855.A great portion of >tho village of
Cbamounl, In Savoy, destroyed by
fire.

1864.News that General Forrest had.been
defeated and wounded by Gcneml
Smith at Tupelo, Miss., confirmed.
Confederate loss, 2,500.

1866.Battle of Llssa (Boven Tears' War).
1874.Appointments of Baron de Chatnnd

as French Minister of Interior and
M. Mathleu Bodet,* Minister of Fi¬
nance, left the Bonapartiste without
a member. In tho Cabinet.

1804.Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, of New
York, who had been a delegato to the
Chicago convention, declared his In¬
tention to vote for Blalne nnd Lognn.

1898.A. dlBpatoh from General Miles H.ild:
"Wo have the Massachusetts, Dixie,
Gloucester, Cincinnati, Annapolis. Ley.
den. Wasp, Ynle and Columbia. We
expect to still for Porto Rico at 3
o'clock.'* Tho number of troops con¬

voyed from Gunntanamo was 3,415.

rent In so far as thcy# Bprlng from what
the French call "varisbmblnnce".a «mill-'
tude to the truth. If tho physical and
spiritual environment bo correctly de¬
lineated, ahd the personages Introduced
do not by their thought or conduct vio¬
late that environment, and are true to
naturo In Its largest aspect, then It Is
not competent for the critic to compiala
that theso personages are Incorrectly
drawn, because they happen to be unliko
others with whom ho may chance to have
been acquainted In actual life.
Mr. Moomaw begs the question of Its

verisimilitude In his discussion of "tho
dinner scene of the Youurt family, grim
and silent;" and his assertion that Jacob
Youart could never have gone out from
among tho Dunkards to rnlirry a woman

of French descent Is refuted by the great
elemental law of affection arid lovu
which knows no creed of religion or oi

politics. The historical contiguity of Gen¬
eral "Light Horso Harry" Leo's French
colony In a nearby county afforded Jacob
the opportunity of this matrlmonlul al¬
liance, and love did tho rest. So, also,
Mr. Moomnw's criticism of Tlrsnh'a edu¬
cation "la the city seminary" Ignores tho
fact that tho "five flourishing colleges"
of her own people were hardly Is existence
at the date of the story, eighteen or so

years ngb, and that the educational move¬
ment among "Tho Brethren" had at that
time by no means achieved the Impetus It
has since gained.an Impotlts which has
served to divido the sect, at least In

thought and feeling, Into ..progressives"
and those who are "old-fashioned."
Nor does Mr. Moomaw'» charge thnt the

boom town Inciden* Is foreign to the
story seem euppori·. evon on the
theory that no Dünke .. nent Into tho
boom-a theory that Mr. Moomaw him¬
self would doubtless be among the last
to advance Such a vlow Is only poeslbly
tenable on the -hypothesis that tho book
was Intended to bo a'hletory, and should
therefore havo been confined In Its scopo
to tho dally routine life of tho Dunkard
community.a narrative that would have
been proved monotonous In the extreme.
.The lapd boom of 1S90-'9I was ? ? actual
existence In Virginia nnd'other Southern
States; and the physical contracts of light
and ahadow, of peace and struggle, find
theli· ready Illustration In the story's
description of "tho Olado" and "Avalon,"
nnd sorve as tho inevitable background to

the spiritual conflict In Benamml's soul.
So the character of Vlngal Kerrlson, the
moonshiner, with his assurance of tho
TBctlfutle of fate, appears as an evident
fill) jiff Ilia fill» Uli» and purposeless
Benamml In the time whau.hu had not
yet found "the Morning Star."
Finally. Mr. Moomaw has not rend tho

ending Of tho book, as has this writer.
According to what seems the true Inter¬
pretation of tho final chapter, Benamnil
did not sacrifice Tlranh'e heart "on the
crumbling altar of a dead arid forgotten
asceticism," but, guided nnd sustained
by her sure hand, walked with her thence¬
forward In the perfect lovo that castoth
out fear.

S. M. YOST.
Statuitoti, Va.

SEED POTATOES
Delect varieties at low prices on cold,

st-orqgo f0r punting this month.
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Marshall street^ Richmond, Va»


